INTERIM  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
to  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  DEBEN 
for  the  year  1941. 


Mr,  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemeri, 

Herewith  my  Interim  Report  for  the  year  1941. 

STATISTICS 

The  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  are  as  follows: 

Population  Figures  given  for  calculation  of  Death  Rates 

' ' give  a working  aggregate  of  23,900,  a decrease 

of  1,520  from  1940.  •• 


• LIVE  BIRTHS 

: Total 

Male 

Female 

• - ■ (a)  Figures'* 

for ' calculating  Birth  j 

■ Rates 

V 

Legitimate 

28S  ; 

157 

131 

Illegitimate 

21  ;f  • 

9 

12 

(b)  Figures 

for  calculating 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates 

Legitimate 

308 

166 

142 

Illegitimate 

22  r 

10 

12 

This  gives  a Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population ’of  12,0; 

(England 

and  Wales  14.2). 

STILL  BIRTHS 

| * - ’ . ; \ : 

. ' Total- 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

5~ 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

These  figures 

give  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  36.2 

per  1,000  total 

Births  (Live  and 

Still).  Figures  for 

England  and 

Wales 

are  0.51. 

DEATHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

302 

160 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  is  therefore  12., 6.  (England 
and  Wales  12,9). 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  1 

Total  1 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS.  UNDER  1-  YEAR  OF-AGE. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births; 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
Legitimate.  Live,  Births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
Illegitimate  Live  . Births 


Rate  per  1,000  Total 

Births 

MT" 

4.0 

"TTO" 


7.5,7  (England  & 
Wales  59) 


74.6 

90.9 


1 


P.T.O, 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  46 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 
Deaths  from  Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  1 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2.  years 

of  age ) Nil 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1941. 


Disease 

Total 

0 

i 

l 

2 

i 

3 

.4. 

; i 

I 

1.0.  k 5 

t 

20 

35 

45 

1 

65 

up 

Admit - 
ted  to 

Total 

noti- 

ng 

Hos- 

pital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

27 

, 

2 

1 

14 

3 ! 2 

4 

1 

14 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

8 

- 

l 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 I 1 

4 

- . 

1 

- 

. 8 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 j - 

3 

2 

1 

9 

Nil 

Puerperal 

' i ' 

Pyr  exia 

2 

- i - 

2 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

. 24 

1 

2 

- 

_ 

1 

2 

1 \ 1 

5 

3 

2 

6 

1 

8 

Who o ping  - c ou  gh 

111 

4 

9 

|io 

4 

L2 

59 

9 j - 

o 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

199 

2 

10 

1 5 

8 

12 

89 

37  118 

12 

5 

- 

Nil 

Cerebro-spinal 

i • 

1 

fever 

5 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

i j - 

3 

1 

- 

5 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- ; i 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Polio- 

' 

' 

encephalitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- s - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

!■ 

i 

1 

■* 

- 

** 

. 1 

Nil 

In  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles, 
to  he  followed  in  the  latter  half  of . the  year  Toy  whooping-cough. 

One  death  occurred  as  a result  of  these  infections,, 

There  were  two  non-civilian  cases  among  the  total  of  five  cerebro- 
spinal fever  notifications.  No  deaths  occurred* 

One  case  of  polioencephalitis  was  notified  and  this  was  confirmed 
on  admission  to  hospital.  The  point  of  Interest  in  this  case  is  that 
it  occurred  as  the  last  of  the  small  family  incubated  chicken-pox. 

The  boy  recovered  and  'shows  no  signs  of  nervous  upset  up  to  date.’ 

The  single  case  of  dysentery  occurred  amongst  the  military 
population. 

TUBERCULOSIS  An  analysis  of  the  year’s  figures  is  shown  below s- 


Age 

Groups 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

; Non-pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Pu'i.monary^~illon-pulmonary . • 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

0- 

■ - 

- 

- 

- 

' - 

.. 

1- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5- 

- 

1 

- 

2 ■ 

- 

- 

- 

10- 

_ 

- 

- • 

••  .i 

- 

a ■ 

15- 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

20- 

6 

3 

1 

' 1 

- 

- 

- 

25- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

.. 

- 

- 

35- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45- 

1 

’ 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55- 

- 

. 1 

- 

- 

1 1 

■ 

- 

65 

up. 

- 

1 

- 

_i_lJ 

L;_ 

- 

There  were  three  cases  not  notified  before  death,  i.e.  a 
percentage  of  10,7  of  new  cases.  26  cases  were  removed  for  the 
reasons  hereunder  tabulated. 


i 

Diagnosis  not 
established 

Removed  to  other 
districts 

Cured 

1 - 

Pulmonary 

M F" 

hon-pulmonary 

M F 

Total 

3 2 

9 1 

1 3 

1 1 

1 

2 2 

7 

11 

8 

Cases  coming  into  the 
i area  from  other- 

districts  were:-  22  - 4 

An  immunisation  campaign  was  conducted  during  the  year  with 
quite  gratifying  results.  The  stage  attained  in  this  effort  to 
combat  diphtheria  is  indicated  by  the  following  figures 


I 

Children  under  5 years 

Over  5 years  and 

under  15 

Course 

completed 

712,  or  roughly 

62%  of  infants 

2,215, or  roughly 

82^  of  scholars 

Course  not 
completed 

48,  or  roughly  4/o 

154,  or  roughly  6%, 

Three  of  the  eight  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  were  among 
children  under  15  years,  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  not  one 
of  these  three  cases  had  been  immunised. 

These  annual  drives  will  continue  as  long  as  the  populace 
will  come  forv/ard  to  have  their  children  protected. 

All  other  Public  Health  matters  are  being  held  over  for  a 
post-war  Survey  Report. 


CHARLES  M.  WHITEFORD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


1 1 


